ply mustard poultices again in the event of a recurrence of the fit, and left my patient. The next evening the fit came on at the same hour, but the mustard being applied at once, it lasted only about an hour. This kind of counter-irritation was applied every evening for the remainder of the week, but by the Sunday following, September the 18th, its good effect was almost entirely lost, as the fits had become every evening longer and longer. During this week 1 had been ringing the changes on the different antispasmodics without the slightest benefit, besides blistering the nape of the neck.
Throughout the next week the fits continued to recur every afternoon earlier and earlier; they were also every day longer and more violent, being attended with screamings loud enough to be heard at the distance of a mile ; and the patient could not be hindered from frequently running out of doors, and exhibiting various strange antics in her father's yard, such as running nimbly along the tops of 6ome palings, and performing similar feats of extraordinary and unnatural agility.
This brings matters down to about the 25th of September.
There now began to be a short fit every morning, which at first was only about ten minutes in duration, but gradually increased in length until the 7th of October, when, after an emetic, which was given to her on that day, the morning fit lasted until the time for the afternoon one to begin; and henceforth she had but one series of fits in the twenty-four hours, lasting, at this date, from six in the morning until five in the evening. It is obvious that, but for the extraordinary severity of the affection, which, in its acme, did not give us an opportunity to try any plans at all, we should have continued to persevere in some scheme or other, and that that plan, whatever it might have been, which we might have been trying at the time when the malady began to decline, would have had all the credit of the cure. Let this be a lesson for us all.
